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Frank Spraggon takes a 
throw-in policed by 
Wycombeo’s Keith Searle. 
Also in the picture are 
Middlesbrough's John 
Hickton and the 
Wanderers’ Howard 
Kennedy. Hickton, a 
leading goal scorer for 
several seasons for the 
Borough, had a thin time 
of it against Wycombe’s 
centre backs, Alan 
Phillips and Keith Mead. 
Colour pictures by Bob 
Mead. 


GYP 
UP’ 


BEACONSFIELD District 
Council have failed in a 
court bid to get the Pyebush 
gypsy camp in Beaconsfield 
pronounced unfit for human 





» habitation. They also failed 


to recoup the legal costs in- 
volving serving «abatement 
orders and summonses on 
over 20 gypsies after their in- 
spector had found con- 
ditions on the site a health 
hazard. 

Eighteen gypsies were, 
however, ordered by 
Beaconsfield Magistrates on 
Thursday to comply with the 
requirements of the abate- 
ment orders and clean up the 
site within 14 days or face 
stiff financial penalties. 


WYCOMBE YOUTH 
FOUND HANGED 


AFTER being eS mis- 
sing from his home, 17- 
years-old Paul Michael 
Savage, of Amersham Hill 
Gardens, High Wycombe, 
was found dead on Saturday 
hanging from a tree on 
farmland at Hughenden 
Valley. 

Paul had been reported 
missing from home on 
January | and police had 
been carrying out a search 
for him. 

Foul play is not suspected. 
The facts have been 
reported to the Coroner and 
an inquest is to be held, 


THIEVES walked off with a 


wrought-iron front gate from 
the home of Mr. William D. 
Compton, 5 Pound Lane, 
Marlow, during the night 
between Saturday and Sunday 
The gate is worth £15. On Sun- 
day Mrs. Compton rang the 
lice station to report the other 
falf of the gate was missing, but 
this was later recovered by of- 
ficers. 


A YOUNG schoolboy has his 
right leg broken and sustained 
serious head injuries after an ac- 
cident involving a car when he 
was walking along the Marlow- 
Bourne End road near 
Sheepridge Lane, just before 
midnight on Friday. He is 
Michael Simmonds from Priory 
Road, High Wycombe, Driver 
of the Austin Mini involved is 


Mr. lan Howard Bennings of 
Merton Road, Slough, Marlow 
Police are appealing for 
witnesses, 


A QUANTITY of £5 notes es- 
timated to be between £150 and 
£200 in total value, were stolen 
from a petty cash box at 
remises occupied by Messrs. P. 
b. Sherman (London) Ltd., at 6a 
The Green, Wooburn Green. 
The theft took place between 4 
p.m. on Thursday and 11 a.m, 
on Friday. 


MR. SIDNEY BROWN, aged 
54, collapsed and died on Sun- 


day at his home at 340 
Micklefield Road, High 
Wycombe. 


WITH THEIR heads held high, knowing 
that they are the talk of the footballing 
world, a Wycombe Wanderers squad of 26, 
including 18 players flew up to 
Middlesbrough on Monday night for their 
third round F.A. Cup replay with the First 
Division side. 

Wycombe Wanderers, or should it be 
Wycombe Wonders? For less than 48 hours 
previously they had staggered the world of 
sport by not only holding the second-placed 
Division One side to a goalless draw, but by 
outplaying them in the second half. 

lhe Wanderers made the trip to the North 
East knowing that if they beat 
Middlesbrough, then Sunderland, who won 
the FA Cup in 1973, will be the fourth round 
visitors to Loakes Park 

The Wanderers stayed at the Tall Trees Hotel on 
Teesside on Monday night and had a work out on 
Middlesbrough’s training ground on Tuesday mor- 
ning. 

Alter tonight’s replay they come back home by 
coach and hope to be in Wycombe by five o’clock on 
Wednesday morning. 


Saturday’s match, no doubt about it, was the 
biggest thing that has happened to Wycombe in 


years, Television, sound radio and the national press 
descended on Loakes Park and the Wanderers earn- 
ed Wycombe publicity by the ton. 

They deserved every bit of it, and when it was all 
over the crowd went mad with joy. 

So did Middlesbrough's manager, Jackie Charlton, 
with relief, 


A credit to Wycombe 


The match was well staged and there were few grumbles. 

Nearly 100 regular police, supported by squads of 
Special Constabulary, were on duty at the big match. 

But no incidents were reported. And the ‘Black Maria,’ 
standing by just in case, was not used. 

“Everything went very smoothly,” Supt, David Aspley, 
of High Wycombe police division, told Mid-week. 
“Everyone was well behaved. We were very pleased.” 

And ITV commentator Brian Moore said afterwards: “It 
was all a credit to Wycombe.” i k 

It was, and Mr. Moore hit the nail right’on thhead with 
ths summing up i 

Back to the big replay. 

Hundreds of fans, preparing for the} trek to 
Middlesbrough were angry that British Rail had not laid on 
a ‘football special’ for them, 

The fans are making the 600 mile round trip in coaches 
and a fleet of private cars 

British Rail say that they could not provide a train 
because of staffing difficulties. 

The fans’ disappointment was shared by Wanderers’ 
manager, Mr. Brian Lee. 

“It is sad when so many people would like to see the 
replay that it is in midweek, and sad that those who could 
make the journey can’t have a special train because there is 
no driver,” he said, 

A spokesman for British Rail pointed out that laying ona. 
long distance train required not just one driver, but several 
crews, 

“We would need four or five changes of crews in each 
direction on a run like this. Drivers must know the line and 
therefore can only drive in a limited area,” he said. 

“We would have been delighted to have been able to 
have helped and we wish the Wanderers all the very best,” 
he added, 


IES GET A ‘CLEAN 


TTS 


ALL ACTION 





PYEBUSH ORDER 


They were James Hanrahan, 


3 have been eaten by dogs. 
the occupier of a cream and 


Nearby shrubs and bushes 


lived on the site for two or three 
months, and during that time he 


bish often left by interlopers and 
outsiders, she said, 


brown caravan who gave his 
name as Jimmy Bottle, Luke 
Wall, Mary O'Brien, occupier of 
a small light green van, Joseph 
Byrne, Patrick O'Connor, 

illiam Barker, Miles Cash, 
Thomas Wall, Thomas Cash, 
Patrick Connors, Peter Wall, 
Ada Rooney, Felix Rooney, 
Michael McGuire, Don 
Murphy, Pat Ward. Summonses 
against Michael Wall, Eileen 
Cash and John Snot were 
withdrawn as they had left the 
district. 

Mr. Robert Aram 
prosecuting, asked the 
magistrates to prohibit the use 
of caravans on the site at the 
present time if they found the 
site was unfit for human 
habitation. 

Mr. Henry Cometson, district 
public health inspector for the 
council, told the court that there 
were old and fresh vegetable 
peelings and faeces on the site, 
and on one occasion he had 
found the remains of a dead 
pony which had appeared to 


were being used regularly as 
latrines. Some effort had been 
made to reduce the nuisance 


since the abatement orders were 
served, but the site was still a 
health hazard. The site was not 
equipped to take caravans, he 
said, having no toilet facilities or 
water supply, and the caravans 
being placed too close together. 


Only three of the eighteen 
defendants appeared in court. 
Mr. Patrick O'Connor, a resi- 
dent on the site for nearly twelve 
months, said he used the field as 
a lavatory occasionally, but add- 
ed that he dumped his own rub- 
bish on the council tip. He com- 
plained of outside people tipp- 
ing rubbish on the site from their 
cars. 

Mr. Thomas Wall, who has a 
family of nine including a wife 
and two teenage daughters, said 
he used the public toilets and 
always kept the site clean. He 
also had seen rubbish being 
dumped on the site by outsiders. 

Mr. Felix Rooney said he had 


had seen a contractor dumping 
rubble on the site. He said he 
used the bushes and trees as a 
toilet but “not often” 


Toilet 
trouble 


Mrs. Muriel Childs, a welfare 
officer for the Southern Gypsy 
Council and who is employed by 
Bucks Education Committee to 
teach a class of 60 children on 
the site said that she often had to 
close the school to take the 
children to the public toilet. 
They had applied for a chemical 
disposal unit to the council 
without success, and the 
“travellers” as she called them 
had received no disposal bags 
from the council for weeks. She 
did not deny a suggestion from 
Mr. Aram that the site was unfit 
for human habitation, but said 
that it was about time the coun- 
cil provided a site with proper 
facilities. Why should the 
travellers have to clean up fub- 


Mr. B. J. Keany, defending, 
suggested that there was no real 
evidence to connect the rubbish 
with the gypsies and many of 
them were illiterate and could 
not read an abatement order 
anyway. 

Before pronouncing sentence 
the magistrates inspected the 
site. 

Later they ordered all eigh- 
teen gypsies to comply with the 
abatement orders in 14 days. 
This meant clearing the site of 
all foreign material including 
food scraps, metal and other 
rubbish, said Chairman Colonel 
H. Boehm. Failure to do so 
would mean a fine of up to £50 
for cach person and a further £5 
per day for every day the site 
remained uncleared, 

Mr. Aram then applied for 
costs which application was con- 
tested by Mr. Keany who said 
that many of the people involv- 
ed were unemployed and not 
eyen receiving social security. 
The magistrates subsequently 
made no orders for costs. 


Pay £5 to park outside your own house 





YOU MAY HAVE to pay to park outside your own house. . . . 


busy town centres often occupy available space, the sub- 


It could cost as much as £5 to park outside your house after 
Bucks County Council Highways Sub Committee agreed in 
principal to allow permit parking. 

The sub committee were told that an administrative cost of 
£2 —_ be made but at least one member thought this sum 
too low. 

Councillor Geoffrey Roberts proposed that £5 should be the 
cost of permit parking. 

Free permit parking is already allowed in a few streets in 
Aylesbury. 

Permit parking would allow frontage owners to park where 
there is little or no offstreet parking and where shoppers near 


committee were told, 


Residents in High Wycombe, Beaconsfield and Gerrards 
Cross as well as other busy centres in the County asked the 
Council to consider permit parking. 


The sub committee readily accepted the proposal in prin- 
ciple but disagreed to the cost that should be made on permit 
holders. 


“One of the disadvantages of permit parking schemes is the 
cost of administration and the work associated with it. A 
system of records would have to be set up, together with 
arrangements for issuing permits,’ the committee were told. 





H 
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The Free Press Adfone girls were again in action at the match. They led the 

cheers and also paraded the Killer Cup which the ‘Free Press’ presented to the 

Wanderers via Jackie Chariton, the Middlesbrough manager. And below, more 

action — Wycombe’s Steve Perrin is faced by Frank Spraggon during an attack 
on the wing. Spraggon was led quite a dance. 





M.H. FURNITURE offer a range of 


Lounge Suites, Corner Units and Unit Chairs with 
a wide range of Covers and Colours to suit your 
taste. 

In your own interest come and compare 


our prices. 
EXAMPLE SUITES AS SHOWN 
“ ie 


From 


£167.40 


DEBBIE “B” SUITE. 


+ B. 
£276.00 


All Furniture carries normal manufacturers guarantee. 


CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
SHOWROOMS OPEN: WEEKDAYS 10 a.m.-5 p.m. SAT. & SUN. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 


M & H FURNITURE where Quality Costs Less 


WEST END STREET, HIGH WYCOMBE. TEL.: 444133 
(OFF DESBOROUGH ROAD) 
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ESS IS A DRAW WITH MIDDLESBROUGH 
oe And Big Jack is 
delighted to get 


Happiness, for 


m (i 
Wycombe Wanderers ` 

“van away with i 
Middlesbrough in 


that breath-taking 
pulsating F.A. Cup 
third round tie before 
12,000 fans at Loakes 
Park on Saturday. 
And not only did the 
amateurs draw, they 
only missed winnin 

by inches. Aske 

Middlesbrough’s 
boss Jack Charlton, 
“How much longer is 
there to go?” “Twen- 
ty five minutes,” 
came the reply. 
“Good God, we'll 
never make it? he 
said. 

But they hung on 
and that is why the 
Wanderers are on the 

We 4 ? “2 ; way to Ayresome 
` Aia 1O á Park today, with the 
>d ‘Se Wee knowledge that if 








they win then 
Sunderland cup- 


holders of a season 
ago, will be due at 
When the final whistle blew at Loakes Park on Saturday afternoon thousands of Loakes Park at the 
: Wycombe fans surged onto the pitch to salute their heroes who had outplayed end of the month 


Middlesbrough champions of the second division of the Football League and 
runners up at present in Division One. Below, Adfone girls from the Free Press Match of the year 
lead some of the cheers for Wycombe. The Free Press put up the ‘’Killer Cup’ to ictures b ob 
mark the giant killing exploits of the Wanderers. Mie ad, Geoff Gomme 
and Alan Holmes. 


=~ 
| i 


ait. 


yt 


ee 





Special dressing room picture of the most relieved man in High Wycombe, big 
Jack Charlton, ex England and Leeds United centre-half and the colourful 
manager of Middlesbrough. What did he think of the draw? He was delighted to 
get away with it. When you come to Ayresome Park on Tuesday you will find 
plenty of open spaces and you'll have to run there” he quipped. But like the 
sportsman he is, big Jack was lavish in his praise of the Wanderers. 


| 


Me ae A Aa 
t X rÅ ak 


A 4 a A ER hice 
ey gi ae 
MA N s 
Wycombe Wanderers’ 


N " 
b JEg i i 
bs chairman Jack Smethurst We x s i E 
' ; À was in Wycombe ie TE" al EN 
Krip hospital, in ward 6b, but = C s i = ay 
he was able to watch the 


cui THE HAPPY WANDERER 


the left this was the view A picture that hardly needs a caption to portray the spirit of a Happy Wanderer. 


he had from his commen- And we have loads of them in these parts. 
tary position. 


u 
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Action highlights from the big match 


' j ; | WwW ‘i by . id À , 




















Keith Searle goes flying while ‘Boro full-back Frank Spraggon juggles 


MAKE 
CHAR 


in so much running and challenge. 
“Their backing up and chasin 
made life very difficult for us but 
was delighted with our back play. 
They had to be strong and resolute 
and they were just that. I thought 
they were magnificent. 


“That slope is frightening, It 
must be an advantage, I’m telling 
you it’s dead flat at Ayresome 
Park and Wycombe are going to 
get a chasing. Nevertheless, I 
thought Wycombe Wanderers 
were magnificent today.” 


BRIAN LEE, Wycombe 
manager: ‘“‘Before the game I 
didn’t think we had a chance to 
win and I still stick by what I said. 
We must assume Middlesbrough 
didn’t play as well as they are 
capable. 


“I think we pot a points deci- 
sion today. Middlesbrough are 
not used to this kind of pressure 
and enthusiasm they received.” 


MICK HOLIFIELD: ‘*My wrist 
didn’t bother me much dats the 
game. I fell on it once but came 
through O.K. I was really 
shattered at the end.” 


KEITH SEARLE: ‘‘Everyone 
worked so hard I felt we deserved 
it today. I thought we might have 
nicked a goal late in the game but 
there was nothing clear-cut. The 
effort by everyone was great and 
the vocal support was tremen- 
dous.” 


TONY HORSEMAN: ‘They 
were big and quick at the back 
and we didn’t get the breaks, You 
only get one or two anyway in 
these kind of games. Still, we gave 
them a good game and I think 
we’ve got a chance in the replay.” 


JOHN MASKELL: “I wasn’t 
half as excited as the games with 
Bournemouth, in fact I felt a bit 
deflated. I expected far more from 
Middlesbrough. This must have 
been one of my quietest games for 
a long time.” 

TERRY REARDON: “I was dis- 
appointed with Middlesbrough. I 
expected far more from a First 
y G 7 Division side. They should have 
— =e — shown their class and authority 
earle in close support. but I heard them say shut up shop 
midway through the second half,’ 

BRIAN MOORE, the ‘Big 
Match’ commentator: ‘‘It was a 
pleasure to be at Wycombe 
Wanderers on Saturday. I would 
like to thank the officials for mak- 
ing it such an enjoyable day.” 


HOW 
THEY 
STAND 


ROTHMANS ISTHMIAN LEAGUE 
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KERR -c2 Ge re 
the ball with Wycombe’s Tony Horseman at one of the Blues’ man 





es 


ohn Craggs go up 


Middlesbrough full-backs Frank Spraggon (left) and J 


corners during Saturday's match. 
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rong is beaten by Steve Perrin 









WYCOMBE WANDERERS 
FOOTBALL CLUB | 


The club would like to express its gratitude and 
appreciation to everyone who contributed to the 
successful day with Middlesbrough on Satur- 
day, January 4, 1975. 


In particular: 

The Thames Valley Police 
Wycombe Wanderers Supporters’ 
Club 
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Bucks Free Press | Pte 
: PWD L F APtsCD 
| Enfield 2219 1 2481358 94 
Lloyds Bank Ltd. > iiford 2314 4 55631 46 30 
' ET Betton 1913 | Stage as 28 
Pa Dagenham 191 
. —~. Wycombe 2112 6 3362242 10 
St. John Ambulance Brigade “PP Wyeombo 2112 8 33632 42 10 
č i=] Tooting 2212 4 6322540 94 
Stewards and Gatekeepers es BRM 3513 2 9443238 20 
ESO Ke I IRR 2 
; : "oia Barking 26 9 
And to all others who assisted the club on this memorable s wr = W'stow 24 9 5103834 32 70 
day; to the many volunteers who gave their own time and to n ra e Bishop's 2110 2 9302932 10 
x vibes Nn ee y ® 27 ` Slough 22 8 5 9363129 30 
the supporters for their wholehearted attitude and excellent DaS LP Se As r >a Ex g y gir A Hendon 24 8 511324129 20 
behaviour without which such an enjoyable game could not k S RSP EA ha e ARAS Oxford 23 8 4 l l 32 36 28 32 
; SIE Fa PV ee Sato Ty we O eee Hayes 
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k c romley 
Wycombe Wanderer's centre-forward, Keith Searle, takes the ball across the field followed by Willie Maddrén. Walton 25 3 319217012 50 
< * 8 points deducted — Council decision 







29th November, 1974 





Proprietor: Seymour (Chemist) Ltd. 
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BINOCULARS 
from £13.95 
to £169.00 


SEE FOR YOURSELF AT 
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Wanderer’s captain, Alan Phillips, goes sprawling after he had headed 


7 HIGH STREET, HIGH WYCOMBE Wycombe’s closest effort just past the post in the 70th minute. 
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EVERYTHING YOU 


NEED FOR 
BRIGHTER OUTLOOK TAINA ENIT 
af for AND HOLIDAYS 
1975. % FROM KEENS 
with RY CAMERAS 
GooD a BINOCULARS 
QUALITY $ CINE CAMERAS 


, ARTISTS’ MATERIALS 

+ CASSETTE 
RECORDERS 

HI-FI EQUIPMENT 


M. W. KEEN LTD 


PHOTOGRAPHIC and HI-FI SPECIALISTS 
PAULS ROW (Just behind the Guildhall) 
HIGH WYCOMBE 25691 MARLOW 4139 





with the ball. 


‘| THOUGHT 
WE'D NEVER 


iT — 
LTON 


JACK CHARLTON, Middlesbrough manager: ‘‘We won’t be put on 
the rack as much as we were today for a long time. With 25 minutes 
left I thought we’d never make it and on the day Wycombe really 
deserved to win. They caused us lots of problems, We couldn’t string 
passes together and we certainly didn’t expect to see Wycombe putting 


What 
a 
day! 


WHAT a day for the non-league 
clubs! As if Wycombe 
Wanderers’ 0-0 draw with 
Middlesbrough wasn’t enough, 
Wimbledon won at First Divi- 
sion Burnley, Altrincham drew 
at Everton, Leatherhead beat 
Brighton away and Stafford 
Rangers held Rotherham. 

And what about Wanderers’ 
prize if they can win the replay 
at Middlesbrough tonight. A 
victory there will give the Blues 
another home tie — their fifth 
home draw — this time against 
Sunderland, the team that won 
the cup two years ago at 
Wembley, beating Leeds United 
1-0. 

Sunderland, now chasing the 
Second Division title and 
promotion to Division One, 
would be as big a draw as 
Middlesbrough. They have 
several stars in their side, 
amongst them the current 
England centre half Dave 
Watson and two highly rated 
strikers in Billy Hughes and 
Bryan Robson. 

While Wycombe were holding 
Middlesbrough to a 0-0 draw at 
Loakes Park, several other clubs 
were making history. Biggest 
shock of the day was at Burnley, 
where the Division One side 
were beaten 1-0 by Wimbledon. 
Mick Mahon, the former 
Colchester winger, scored the 
only goal to give his side another 
dream draw — away to Leeds 
United. 

Meanwhile at Goodison Park, 
little Altrincham were far from 
overawed against Everton, one- 
time leaders of the First 
Division. They went ahead with 
a John Hughes goal and it took a 
penalty equaliser by Dave 
Clements to earn a replay. 

To make it one of the most 
memorable days ever for the 
non-league clubs, Leatherhead 
won at Brighton 1-0 and Staf- 
ford Rangers held Rotherham to 
a goalless draw, 

Chris Kelly. was 
Leatherhead’s hero, scoring a 
brilliant individual goal to clinch 
the verdict. The ‘Tanners’ now 
fancy their chances of upsetting 
the form again against Leicester 
City in the next round. 


Pictures by 


BOB MEAD 
GEOFF GOMME 
ALAN HOLMES 
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SALUTE THE HEROES! 


Middlesbrough skipper and centre half Stuart Boam moves in to tackle but can’t stop Tony Horseman putting in an overhead kick from this set-piece during the second half of Saturday's third round F.A. Cup tie at Loakes Park. 


Brave Wanderers give 
Charlton’s men the 
shock of their lives 


“NO HOPE” outsiders 
Wycombe Wanderers 
came so close to pulling 
off one of the biggest 
shocks in the history of 
the F.A. Cup on Satur- 
day. With a shade more 
luck — a matter of inches 
on two occasions — the 
Blues could have clinch- 
ed their most memorable 
victory ever. 


In the end they finished with a 
memorable 0-0 draw with one of 
the best teams in the country — 
joint Division One leaders 
Middlesbrough — having given 
them one of their toughest 
games for a long time. 

Before this game, which had 
attracted more interest and 
publicity than any other in the 
club’s 90 eo Wycombe were 
written off by almost everyone. 
That included their manager, 
Brian Lee, who had stated: 
“We've got no chance.” 

But from the very first 
whistle, the players, many of 
whom had said they, at least, felt 
they had a chance, fought like 
tigers throughout the game to 
finish with far more credit than 
their celebrated opponents. 

I have never seen such sheer 
effort from a team before. 
Everyone gave L110 per cent, 
working for each other and 
bringing the reward of the club's 
best ever performnce in the 
F.A. Cup. It was a fitting display 
to mark their first third round 
match. 

With a shade more luck the 
champagne afterwards could 
have tasted that much sweeter. 
For Wanderers twice could 
have snatched a goal which, on 
the day, looked enough to 
clinch the verdict. The reason 
they didn’t was due mainly to 
Middlesbrough's two towering 
central defenders Stuart Boam 
and Willie Maddren. These 
two limited Wycombe to only a 
handful of chances. 

Whether the Blues can pull 
off a victory at Ayresome Park 
tonight (Tuesday) remains to be 
seen. | said before Saturday's 
historic game that the result was 
immaterial, The same applies. 
Wycombe Wanderers have 
thrilled thousands with their 
F.A, Cup feats this season — as 
the 12,000 fans on Saturday will 
testify, 

To pick out individuals in a 
superb team performance might 
seem unfair but four men do 
deserve special mention. Blues’ 
centre-back Keith Mead looked 
every bit as good as his opposite 
number Maddren on the day 
while full-back Paul Birdseye 
will not play a better game all 
season. In midfield Terry 
Reardon frustrated dangerman 
Graeme Souness constantly and 
played a key role in clinching 
the draw, Up front Steve Perrin 
excelled, looking the most 
dangerous forward on the field. 

But it wasn’t just these who 
made Saturday such a tremen- 
dous occasion, Everyone 
deserves praise. The officials, 
the magnificent crowd and of 
course, those 12 men in blue 
who fought throughout the 90 
minutes, 

With the crowd gathering well 
before the early kick-off time of 
2.0’clock, there was almost a full 
house to see Blues’ boss Brian 
Lee receive the ‘Bucks Free 
Press Killer Cup’, to mark the 
occasion of Wycombe's first 
third round match in 90 years. 
Jack Charlton, Middlesbrough's 
manager, made the presen- 
tation. Soon afterwards, with 
London Weekend Television’s 


cameras stationed at various 
points around Loakes Park, the 
team came out to a tumultuous 
reception, 

Club chairman Jack 
Smethurst, in Wycombe 
General Hospital, was saluted 
by his payers as they lined u 
on the half-way line and as both 
sides warmed up, the actual size 


surprised by Wycombe’s adven- 
turous play, decided on safety- 
first at all costs. Passing back to 
Platt whenever danger 
threatened, they took no 
chances whatsoever. l lost count 
of how many times the ball was 
booted out of play by the 
“defenders, 
This defensive attitude won 


fervently and with this vocal 
support, the players went from 
strength to strength, 

The tremendous ovation 
iven to Wycombe when referee 
Porter blew the half-time whis- 
tle was richly deserved. The 
home team had done better than 
many expected not only holding 
Middlesbrough to 0-0, but 


Wycombe Wanderers 0, Middlesbrough 0 
STUART EARP AT LOAKES PARK 


of the Middlesbrough men real- 
ly began to sink in, There was 
ithe massive captain Boam, who 
compared with Tony Horseman 
looked like Goliath. There was 
the broad John Craggs who 
seemed at least twice as wide as 
Blues’ full-back Gary Hand. 

When the match got under 
way, the size difference scarcely 
mattered. From the kick-off, 
Wanderers, showing few signs of 
Big Match nerves, began chas- 
ing and harassing their op- 

onents, Limiting 
Middlesbrough's time and 
space, the home players nearly 
always made themselves first to 
the ball with skipper Alan 
Phillips setting a prime example 
to his men, 

In the opening minutes 
Phillips gave away a corner but 
when Wanderers broke out after 
Frank Spraggon's poor flag kick 
and strung three passes together 
at speed, they were well and tru- 
ly in the game: It seemed the 
home side. were hell-bent on 
not only containing the op- 
position, but playing their best 
football too. They succeeded 
beyond their wildest dreams, 

Their confidence was boosted 
even further in the fourth 
minute. Perrin beat Spraggon 
for the first of many times and 
squared the ball to Reardon. He 
sent Birdseye racing through 
und Paul's firmly ‘struck shot 
flew just wide of Jim Platt’s 
upright. 

Middlesbrough, no doubt 


‘Boro few friends at Loakes 
Park. I, like many, had expected 
to see a top First Division side in 
action, We expected at least 
some flair in attack and some in- 
vention from midfield. But such 
was the Wanderers work rate, 
the visitors just didn’t have time 
to entertain at all. 

One man who looked likely to 
test Wanderers was their top 
striker Alan Foggon. He got 
himself into scoring positions 
often in the early stages but his 
finishing was disappointing. And 
with Wycombe — Birdseye in 
particular — breaking up their 
raids with fine tackling and a str- 
ing of interceptions, it was the 
Blues who stole the initiative. 

A corner on the bottom flank 
almost brought a goal after 19 
minutes. Howard Kennedy drill- 
ed a firm kick right into the 
heart of the "Boro box and Platt 
was in real trouble fisting the 
ball off his line as the strikers 
closed in. Foggon replied with a 
surging run of 20° yards right 
down the middle but John 
Maskell, who must have had his 
quietest afternoon for a long 
time, dived to take the difficult 
bounce well, 


Wanderers were unperturbed. 
Maddren had to thump the ball 
clean over the bottom stand in 
the 25th minute, then seconds 
later Kennedy volleyed over the 
top and Reardon flashed in a 
drive which was blocked by 
Boam. These brave efforts had 
the crowd roaring their side on 


testing them with brave attack- 
ing football, 

Any fears that Wycombe 
would have burnt themselves 
out after that first half perfor- 
mance were soon dispelled 
when they resumed their all-out 
attack from the restart. 

In only the second minute of 
the new half Searle sent Mick 
Holifield racing down the 
flanks. Mick's pace took him 
clear of Peter Brine and his low 
cross to the near post had ‘Boro 
really stretched, Perrin swooped 
in with a defender but the ball 
ended up just the wrong side of 
the post. Three minutes later 
Kennedy set up Perrin on the 
flank and after beating 
Spraggon, Steve crossed low 
and hard into the box. Catching 
the Middlesbrough defence 
wrong-footed the ball fell right 
into Holifield’s path and his 
vicious first-time drive flew into 
the crowd, Had the shot been on 
target, Platt would have known 
very little about it. 


Wanderers, by now, were 
playing with real confidence. 
Instead of hammering the ball 
clear, the defence layed off 
some fine passes to the midfield 
men and maintained the 
pressure on Middlesbrough. 

Unfortunately for Wycombe, 
Boam and Maddren were giving 
nothing away, Neither made an 
expensive error all afternoon 
while thé burly. Craggs rarely 
missed a tackle on the flanks. 
With these players in such fine 


WYCOMBE FLY UP 
FOR THE REPLAY 


CUP heroes Wycombe Wanderers flew up to T 


third round replay with Middlesbrough. And before he left, 
full strength squad for the game. 


But once again, Brian maintained his team h 
chance at all,” he said. “Professionals play a 
‘murdered’, They didn’t play as well as expecte 


be different tomorrow.” 


The Blues flew up from Heathrow yesterday | 
arriving back about 5 a.m. This morning they traine 


the night at a Teesside hotel, 


eesside Airport last night (Monday) for their 
manager Brian Lee reported a 


ad no chance for the game. “I can’t see that we have any 
different game at home and | think we'll probably get 
d on Saturday. We didn’t allow them to play, But it will 


evening but will be making the return trip by coach, 
d at Middlesbrough’s training ground, having spent 


Jack Charlton, who expressed his relief after drawing Saturday's intriguing encounter, will not select 
his team until shortly before the kick off. 


Middlesbrough have one inju 
old calf injury at Loakes Par 


suspended Bobby Murdoch on Saturday, may also lose 
move John Hickton to midfield and bring in Peter Willey (Saturd 


ry worry, Da 
and is rated as doubtful. Peter Brine, 
his place after a poor performance. Boro may 
ay’s substitute) up front. 


vid Mills, the England Under 23 international, strained an 


who came into the side for the 


Although Middlesbrough are expecting a 25-30,000 crowd tonight, Wanderers are sure to be well 
represented, Yesterday, four coaches were already booked up with several others available while many 
supporters will make the five hour journey by car. 


ON OTHER PAGES 


AS well as our colour picture: 
pages of Saturday's action between Wycombe Wanderers and N 


s on the front and back pages this week, Mid-week brings you two full 
Aiddlesbrough, On page 19 there are 


several fine action studies of the match while page six concentrates on the magnificent crowd that 


almost cheered their side to victory. À 
Friday’s Bucks Free Press will, of course, give you a full run-down on the replay at Middlesbrough 


plus more pictures from both 
On page 18 this week in Mid 
ham plus a Wycombe League round-up and golf, 


Amers 


ames, 


-week there's full reports.on the Marlow, Burnham, Chalfont and 
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form, it looked likely that only a 
mistake would give Wycombe 
their deserved breakthrough. 
That error never came, 

There were the odd moments 
of danger in the ‘Boro area, 
though, with Perrin and 
Birdseye both going close. And 
when one attack broke down, 
another was formed almost im- 
mediately. It was this constant 
flow that brought the taunts of 
Easy! Easy! from the crowd. 

There was very little the 
visitors could do about it. With 
Reardon everywhere in mid- 
field, Souness had an uncomfor- 
table afternoon and as 
Middlesbrough began playing 
more and more defensively, 
they presented Wycombe with 
more and more time and space. 
The Blues, in fact, had more of 
both these commodities than 
would normally be expected in a 
league game, 

But the question of 
breakthrough was still very 
much in the mind. Just how 
were Wycombe to get through 
that mass of red shirts? Phillips 
almost found the answer in the 
70th minute — the closest 
Wycombe came to a goal. 

Spraggon brought down 
Perrin in desperation on the top 
wing for a free-kick. Wycombe’s 
two centre-backs came up for 
the set piece and Reardon’s 
kick came over Phillips raced in 
at the far post. Alan got full 
power behind his far post 
header but John Hickton’s 
pressure made all the difference 
between a goal and the close 
shave that resulted. Platt, 
helpless in the middle of -his 
goal, would have stood no 
cha had the ball gone six in- 
ches the other way. 

After that, Middlesbrough 
virtually shut up shop for good 
and their intention was clear — 
survival at all costs, The lonely 
figure of John Maskell stood 
and watched as his team-mates 
piled on further pressure 
without reward, Middlesbrough 
just soaking up the attacks time 
and again, by now playing a 5-5- 
0 formation. 

Middlesbrough won only 
their second corner of the half 
in the 83rd minute (Wanderers 
had amassed six by then) but the 
danger was cleared and then 
three: minutes later, "Boro 
almost snatched what would 
have been one of the travesties 
of the season, Hickton’s high 
thump upfield bounced on the 
edge of the area as Mead and 
substitute Willey chased back. 
Willey, who had come on earlier 
for the out-of-touch Foggon, 
poked a boot at the ball as 
Maskell hesitated. The 
goalkeeper managed to recover 
the ball but then lost it and only 
a relieving boot saved the day 
for Wanderers. 

That proved to be the final 
chance of the game. Dylan 
Evans replaced Horseman with 
two minutes tọ go, “Bodger” 
receiving deserved applause for 
a skilled performance and when 
that final whistle was blown, 
there were no doubts as to the 
most relieved side on the field. 

Wycombe Wanderers had 
been expected to lose bravely, 
perhaps two or three nil. Here 
they were with an incredible 
goalless draw to their credit. 
After that performance, no one 
could have asked for more. 


WYCOMBE WANDERERS: J 
Maskeli; P. Birdseye, K. Mead, A 
Phillips, G. Hand; M. Holifield, T. Rear- 
don, H. Kennedy; A. Horseman {sub. D. 
Evans 88 mins.), K. Searle, S. Perrin. 

MIDDLESBROUGH: J. Platt J. 
Craggs, W. Maddren, S, Boam, F. 
Spraggon; S, Brine, G. Souness, OD 
Armstrong, J. Hickton; A, Foggan (sub 
A. Willey 80 mins,), D. Mills 

Raftorea: A, Porter (Bolton) 

Official attendance: 12,000. 


Above: Wycombe Wanderers midfield hero Terry Reardon, who played a major role in his side’s success, slides in to tackle 
Middlesbrough top scorer Alan Foggon. Below: Tony Horseman, marked as ever by Stuart Boam, takes the ball out to the wing to 
set up one of Wycombe Wanderers many attacks in Saturday's 0-0 draw. 





